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Your Brother, Jesus, Has Been There, Done That

1. He shared in our humanity

2. He shared in our suffering

One of the things that I like about hanging out with the teens here at St. Mark’s is that they remind me so much of me.  Listening to their stories show me that although some things have definitely changed in the 14 short years since I was in high school, teenagers have really not changed.   And when one of the teenagers is telling a story about something that they saw at school or are going through at home, I can’t help but chuckle and think, “Man, been there…done that.”  

When we want advice, we usually want it from someone who has been there and done that.  In fact, I remember hearing about a young pastor who was unmarried when he got to his first parish.  After serving there for three years, he finally got married.  After just a few months of being married, he noticed something.  He said, “Before I got married, nobody in our congregation had marital problems.  Now that I’m married, all of a sudden, everyone has marital problems!”  It’s hard to take marriage advice from someone who is not married.  It’s hard to take parenting advice from someone with no children.  It’s hard to take advice about moving into a nursing home from your kids who don’t know what it’s like to get old and lose your independence.  

So when it comes to taking advice on spiritual matters, on matters of life and death and eternity, God wanted his children to have a brother they could relate to.  And today in his Word, God reminds us that our Brother, Jesus, has been there and done that.

Everything that we need to know to understand the words from Hebrews today is found in the first three chapters of the Bible.  God made everything and made it perfectly.  He made the light.  He made the seas and the dry ground.  He made plants and animals in the air, in the sea and on the land.  And then to crown his creation he formed together dirt from the ground and breathed into its nostrils and made a human being.  Adam was made of flesh and blood.  And Eve was formed from Adam’s body—from his rib.  

In the garden of Eden God planted a tree—the tree of the knowledge of good and evil—so that his children, the man and the woman he had just formed, would bring him glory by listening to what he, as their Father, told them.  By not eating from that tree they were worshipping God.  They were showing that they trusted in him and respected him enough to listen to him because, as God, he knew what was best for them.  

But when they attempted to become God, to leave behind their role as children who listened and take on a new role as rulers of their own destiny, then something horrible happened.  God said, “If you eat of that tree, you will die.”  And at the moment they ate, a death sentence was imposed over their heads.  They became slaves to death.  Satan had been the tempter who had now introduced them to sin and mortality.  They were no longer the perfect children of God, but horribly marred children of the devil because they had listened to him and brought glory to him and not God.  They were now afraid of God and afraid of the death sentence that loomed over their lives.  
So in order to save the children who had become slaves to sin by trying to become God, God became a child.  Did you notice the connection between our Gospel reading and our Old Testament reading?  In Samuel, we hear that Samuel grew in wisdom and in stature.  His body grew bigger.  His mind grew sharper and capable of more wisdom.  In Luke, we hear that Jesus grew in wisdom and stature.  His body grew bigger.  His mind grew sharper and capable of more wisdom.  How the God who is bigger than all things and wiser than all things can grow in wisdom and stature is mindboggling.  But in Jesus, it is true.  Because Jesus is true God and true man!  
I love the cover of our bulletin this morning.  Look at that tiny foot.  Jesus had tiny feet at some point.  Those feet got bigger.  Those feet had to learn to walk.  That mouth had to learn to speak.  Read the Gospels and see how human your Savior is!  He needs to take time off when the crowds around him become too much.  He got tired and needed to sleep.  He wept at his friend’s gravesite.  No matter what your situation in life, you can rest assured that Jesus has been there.  He shared in our humanity.  

But not only has Jesus been there…he’s also done that.  That’s a very vague phrase, isn’t it?  “Done that”…what does that mean.  Let me tell you what specifically he has done.  As a human being, he did something that you could not do.  He perfectly obeyed everything that his heavenly Father said.  He always listened to his heavenly Father, he always trusted in him.  He always knew Satan for who he was—the father of lies.  He never took Satan up on any of his offers.  He was the perfect child that Adam was supposed to be.  

That was Jesus’ whole purpose for living.  His goal was perfection.  But his goal was not just his own perfection, it was to also to make his fellow brothers and sisters—his fellow human beings—perfect as well.  And so he became the perfect substitute.  There was a death sentence hanging over the head of human beings.  But over Jesus head was only his Father’s proclamation, “This is my Son, whom I love…with him I am well pleased.”  And so Jesus exchanged our death sentence over our heads, with the sentence of love that was over his head.  
He suffered in our place.  And in suffering he reached his goal.  That day he suffered something worse than any of us has ever been through.  He suffered hell.  His Father turned away from him.  It was supposed to be us—imperfect human beings—that God turned away from.  It was supposed to be us who felt the eternal separation from God in hell.  But instead, it was our perfect brother who stepped in and took our place so that we would never have to go there or do that.  

Through Jesus’ death, we were all freed from our death sentences.  Through his death, God can now say about each and every one of us—“This is my son, my daughter, my child in whom I am well pleased because they are perfect.”  God raised his Son to life again on Easter Sunday.  Death could not hold our brother Jesus.  And death can no longer hold us.  Jesus still lives.  He still has flesh and blood.  And you will live forever as well.  Look at your hands and legs, your feet, your own flesh and blood.  This will be with you forever—but in the perfect way that it was created to be.  

When God comes to judge the world, we will be able to relate to our judge.  It will be a human being who announces judgment on that day.  And when he sees you, he will say, this is my brother—this is my sister.  I died so that they could live today.  I suffered so that they don’t have to.  My perfection is their perfection.  My eternal life is their eternal life.  Everything that I have said this morning was said so much more succinctly, so much more beautifully by the Holy Spirit when he used a human being to write:
10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.” 13And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”

14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Jesus, our brother, has been there and done that.  He has been human with us.  He has suffered with us and for us.  There is a Greek word for suffering with someone.  It’s the same word that we have in English—“sympathize.”   It’s a funny word, sympathize.  Let me tell you why.  One of the first things that they teach a pastor at the Seminary about counseling is to never ever use the phrase, “I know exactly how you feel” or “I know exactly what you’re going through.”  No, I don’t.  While that phrase may express sympathy, it also exposes the fact that we can never really sympathize.  
I may have lost a spouse, but I’m not you and my spouse was not your spouse.  I may have gone through a miscarriage, but maybe I have four children at home and you don’t have any and this was your first chance at being a parent.  I may have lost my job, but it’s not your job and my financial situation may not be yours, or I might not have the same educational background.  I might have struggled through addiction, but it’s not your addiction because I’m not you.  It’s never exactly the same.  
Ah, but when we talk to Christ, he does know.  He knows what it feels like to cry until your eyes are red and burning.  He knows about true loss.  He even knows what it feels like to go through puberty.  And he knows so intimately each one of our own particular situations—as intimately as he knew the Samaritan woman’s situation at the well or Nathanael’s situation as he sat under the fig tree before he ever met Jesus.  Jesus knows you better than you even know yourself.  He can truly relate.  

So go to him.  Pour out your heart to him.  Tell him your temptations and ask him to give you the strength to resist.  Admit your failings and ask him to cover you with his perfection. Tell him of your heartaches and ask him to give you the comfort that only someone who has truly been there and done that can give.  Go to him always, constantly in prayer.  Listen to him always, constantly in his Word.  Let him remind you again that he is truly your brother.  He is truly your substitute.  He is truly the source of your salvation.  He is truly your Savior.  

AMEN.

